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Respectable Sins: Confronting the Sins We Tolerate
Lesson #1: Facing Up To the Truth (Chaps 1-3)

Jerry Bridges: We see and bemoan the flagrant sins of our culture, and we’re even quick to point out the sins of our brothers and sisters in Christ, but we are often blind to the more subtle sins that we tolerate in our own lives – those I call ‘Respectable Sins.

* Key Verse: I John 3:4 4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.

►Chapter 1: Ordinary Saints
1. Church at Corinth: Although messed up theologically and morally, Paul addressed the people there as “saints” 
- I Cor 1:2 2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:
- II Cor 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints who are in all Achaia:

2. Def - Saint (hagios): “one who is ___________ unto God” or “one who is ___________”

3. State of Being: We ____ ______ become saints by our actions. JB: We are made saints by the immediate supernatural action of the Holy Spirit alone who works this change deep within our inner being so that we do, in fact, become new creations in Christ
* II Cor 5:17 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

4. Inward Battle: Guerrilla warfare between the flesh & spirit fought daily in the heart of every Christian - Gal 5:17 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.

5. Spiritual Growth (Sanctification: The Process of Holiness): Change is not _____________ and absolute but is rather ____________ over time and never complete in this life.
* JB: However, the awareness of this internal struggle with sin should never be used as an excuse for sinful behavior. Rather, we should always keep in mind that we are saints called to live a life that is set apart for God

6. Military Illustration: “Conduct Unbecoming an Officer” covers a wide range of ___________, just as the word Sin covers a wide range of _______________.
* Sin covers everything from gossip to adultery, impatience to murder. Obviously, there are degrees to sins seriousness. But in the final analysis, sin is sin. It is conduct unbecoming a ____

7. JB: YOU ARE A SAINT, SO LIVE LIKE IT

►Chapter 2: The Disappearance of Sin
1. _________________: The whole idea of sin has virtually disappeared from our culture and has been softened to accommodate modern sensibilities.

2. ______________: In conservative, evangelical churches, the idea of sin has not disappeared, but has been “deflected” to those outside our circles who commit flagrant sins such as abortion, homosexuality, and murder, or the notorious white-collar crimes of high-level corporate executives.
* It is easy for us to condemn those obvious sins while virtually ignoring our own sins of gossip, pride, envy, bitterness, and lust, or even our lack of those gracious qualities that Paul calls the fruit of the Spirit” – 
* Gal 5:22-23 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

* We want to minimize our sin. It’s our nature. We know Jesus, when on trial before Pilot, stated, John 19:11 11 Jesus answered, “You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.”

* Would it be fair to say that we, even perhaps subconsciously, lessen some sins over others?

* How about this for deflection: “Well, I agree that my sin isn’t good, but look at her !!”
* If the focus is on someone else, it ain’t on me.

* How many, in conversations with your spouse, when they point something out about you, point the same thing right back at them?
* “Well you think that about me, you said the same thing last week !!”
* If the focus is on someone else, it ain’t on me.

* Whatever happened to Humility & Repentance when confronted with sin?

3. Humility & Repentance: Luke 18:13 “God, be merciful to me, a sinner,” - Prayer of the tax collector in.

4. All Sin is Serious: James 2:10 “Whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for [is guilty of] all of it”.
* If this Scripture is difficult to understand it could be that we think in terms of individual laws and their respective penalties.
* God’s law however is seamless. The Bible speaks not of God’s laws, as if many of them, but of God’s law as a single whole - all sin is serious because all sin breaks of God’s law”

5. Personal Awareness: There are several categories.
1) Those whose lives most reflect the fruit of the Spirit are usually those who are most keenly aware of and groan inwardly over these so-called acceptable sins in their own lives.

2) A vast multitude are quite judgmental toward the grosser sins of society but seem pridefully unaware of their own personal sins.

3) Many of us live somewhere in between.
* The point is, all of our sin, wherever we may be on the spectrum of personal awareness of it in our lives, is reprehensible in the sight of God and deserving of His judgment”

►Chapter 3: The Malignancy of Sin
1. JB: Sin is a spiritual and moral malignancy. Left unchecked, it spreads throughout our entire inner being and contaminates every area of our lives. Even worse, it can ‘metastasize’ from us into the lives of other believers - Our attitudes, words, & actions, & oftentimes our private unspoken thoughts, tend to have an effect on those around us

2. Sinful Nature: Sin is much more than “wrong actions, unkind words, or even those evil thoughts that we never express. Sin is a principle or moral force in our heart, our inner being . . . The apostle Paul calls this principle the flesh or sinful nature”
* Rom 7:8-11 8 But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead. 9 I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died. 10 And the commandment, which was to bring life, I found to bring death. 11 For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me.
* Gal 5:17 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.

3. Negativity of Sin: How do you view the sin you commit?
* Vile: Morally bad, wicked.
* Ugly: Unpleasant or Repulsive.
* Odious: Extremely Unpleasant or Repulsive.
* Malignant: Extremely virulent or infectious.
* Virulent: Extremely severe or harmful in its effects.
* Pestilent: Destructive to life, deadly.
* Deadly: Causing or able to cause death.
* Pernicious: Having an acutely harmful effect, especially in a gradual or subtle way.
* Hideous: Ugly or disgusting, extremely unpleasant.
* Spiteful: Showing or caused by malice.
* Malicious: Intending or intended to do harm or evil, ill will.
* Poisonous: Causing or capable of causing illness.
* Villainous: Extremely bad, unpleasant, and cunning.
* Abominable: Causing moral revulsion.

A. Cosmic Treason: Our sin is “an assault on the majesty and sovereign rule of God”
- Isaiah 6:1-8 1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of His robe filled the temple. 2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one cried to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory!” 4 And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 So I said: “Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; or my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts.” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth with it, and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged.” 8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall I send, And who will go for Us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”

B. Despising God’s Law and God Himself (David’s sin with Bathsheba)
- II Sam 12:9-10 9 Why have you despised the commandment of the LORD, to do evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with the sword; you have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the people of Ammon. 10 Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me, and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’

C. Grieving God
- Eph 4:25-32 25 Therefore, putting away lying, “Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor,” for we are members of one another. 26 “Be angry, and do not sin”: do not let the sun go down on your wrath, 27 nor give place to the devil. 28 Let him who stole steal no longer, but rather let him labor, working with his hands what is good, that he may have something to give him who has need. 29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.

D. Presuming on His Grace
- Eph 1:7 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace
		- Isa 53:6 6All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
- Rom 6 

E. Done Openly in the Presence of God
- I Cor 4:5 5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s praise will come from God.
	- Ps 139

Wrapping It Up
* How do you view sin?
- Most of us would say that we realize sin is a rebellion against God’s sovereign authority.
- But would we say we think of sin as despising both God’s law and His person?
	- Would such make you view sin differently?

Questions?

Next Week: Chapters 1-6


























Respectable Sins: Confronting the Sins We Tolerate
Lesson #2; Chaps 4-6

* Negativity of Sin: Ralph Venning in The Sinfulness of Sin says that sin is ...
* Vile: Morally bad, wicked.
* Ugly: Unpleasant or Repulsive.
* Odious: Extremely Unpleasant or Repulsive.
* Malignant: Extremely virulent or infectious.
* Virulent: Extremely severe or harmful in its effects.
* Pestilent: Destructive to life, deadly.
* Deadly: Causing or able to cause death.
* Pernicious: Having an acutely harmful effect, especially in a gradual or subtle way.
* Hideous: Ugly or disgusting, extremely unpleasant.
* Spiteful: Showing or caused by malice.
* Malicious: Intending or intended to do harm or evil, ill will.
* Poisonous: Causing or capable of causing illness.
* Villainous: Extremely bad, unpleasant, and cunning.
* Abominable: Causing moral revulsion.

►Chapter 4—The Remedy for Sin -- The Gospel
* Christians often view the ________ as being something for non-believers.
* The Gospel however is actually a dire need for sinners who are in continual need of ______

* In order to deal with sin, the Gospel & its consequent __________ must be embraced daily 

* Essentially, we must preach the gospel to ourselves daily because of its benefit to us sinners

* John 13:2-11 2 And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was going to God, 4 rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself. 5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. 6 Then He came to Simon Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?” 7 Jesus answered and said to him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this.” 8 Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” 9 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.” 11 For He knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, “You are not all clean.”
* The ___________ that Christ does at salvation never needs to be repeated
* The _____________ He provides is complete and totally sufficient.
* But all who have been cleansed by God’s gracious justification need constant washing in the experiential sense as they battle sin in the flesh. Believers are justified and granted imputed righteousness …
* Phil 3:8-9 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

* Still the redeemed sinner needs ______________ and personal righteousness 
* Phil 3:12–14 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

* The Gospel frees us to face sin by giving us the assurance that we are forgiven.

* The Gospel _________ and ___________ us to deal with sin because of the assurance it gives
* In two ways:
* It assures that God is ____, not _______, us in our battle with sin. We are not alone in it
* It also produces __________ because we know God no longer counts our sin against us.

* We need to personalize the Father’s love for us …
* Gal 2:20 20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.
* I John 4:10 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us [me] and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our [my] sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us [me], we also ought to love one another.

* How do I preach the gospel to myself daily?
* Since the gospel is only for sinners, begin each day with the realization that despite being a saint, we still sin every day in thought, word, deed & motive.
* Repent of your sins, both those you’re aware of & those when we realize that we have not come close to loving him and our neighbor as our self.
* Is 43:25 25 I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; & I will
not remember your sins.
* Rom 4:7-8 7 Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are 
covered; 8 Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin.”
* Rom 8:1 1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

►Chapter 5—The Power of the Holy Spirit – We still must play an active role.
* Sin has been ____________ in the Christian’s life, but it is not dead.
* The _________ of the believer is to continually live under the control of the Spirit seeking the ________________ to deal with sin.
* How the Spirit works in the believer’s life:
1. To __________ and make us aware of our sins.
2. To __________ us to put those sins to death.
3. To ___________ sin in ways we don’t know about.
4. He uses ______ _____________ to exercise in us the activity of dealing with our sins.

* We’ve discussed the warfare we face as sin continues to wage spiritual war in our hearts.
* Gal 5:17 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.

* We might think, “Its fine to be told sin no longer has dominion over me, but what about my daily experience of the remaining presence and activity of sin? Does the gospel cleanse me from that? Can I hope to see progress in putting to death the subtle sins of my life?” Paul answers it -
* Gal 5:16 16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

* Practically speaking, we live under the controlling influence of the Spirit as we continually expose our minds to and seek to obey the Spirit’s moral will for us as revealed in Scripture. 

* We live in dependence on Him through prayer as we continually cry out to Him for His power to enable us to obey His will.

* There is a fundamental principle in the Christian life Bridges calls –
* _________ _____________: We are responsible before God to obey His Word, to put to death the sins in our lives, both the so-called acceptable sins and the obviously not acceptable ones. At the same time, we do not have the ability within ourselves to carry out this responsibility. We are in fact totally dependent upon the enabling power of the Holy Spirit. In this sense, we are both responsible & dependent.

* As we are ____________ we will, over time, see the Spirit working in us and through us to cleanse us from the remaining power of sin in our lives. We will never reach perfection in our lives, but we will see progress.

* We have this promise: Phil 1:6 6 being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;

* We must pray that the Holy Spirit will enable us to see the hidden, subtle sins in our lives. Sin is terribly _____________ – 
* Eph 4:22-23 20 But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts, 23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.

* Don’t let sin cause you to live in complete denial of a particular sin or mitigate the seriousness of it. Only the Holy Spirit can successfully expose a sin for what it is.

* Are you selfish?
* Remember, Jesus promised blessing to those who are poor in spirit, to those who face up to their sins and mourn because of them.
		* Matt 5:3-6 3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.

►Chapter 6—Directions for Dealing with Sin
* With the reminder that sin can only be dealt with in a Gospel Context, we must remember that it is our responsibility to deal with sin – 
1. Address your sin in context of the Gospel
2. We must learn to rely on the enabling power of the Holy Spirit.
3. While depending on the Holy Spirit, we must recognize our responsibility to diligently pursue all practical steps for dealing with our sin.
	* Protect yourself and your family, church & witness.
	* “Work as if it depends on you, and yet trust as if you did not work at all.”
4. We must identify areas where we have accepted sin.
5. Storing up Scriptures in our minds to guard against temptation.
6. Cultivating consistent Prayer against specific sins.
7. Involving other believers in our battle with sin foe ________________.
	* Apply the Gospel
	* Depend on the Holy Spirit
	* Recognize You Responsibility
	* Identify Specific Respectable Sins
	* Memorize & Apply Appropriate Scriptures
	* Cultivate the Practice of Prayer
	* ________ ___ _________ with Other Believers who come alongside you. 

* Let the Gospel direct you to become rooted in Christ
* Romans 1:1-6 1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.

* Next week we’ll get into specific sins beginning with …
* Ungodliness & Unthankfulness – Chaps 7 & 10.
Respectable Sins
Lesson #3: Ungodliness & Unthankfulness (Ch. 7 & 10)

Last Week (Lesson #2) - Short Review:
* The Remedy for Sin is what ? --- The _________.
* For __________ & ______________

* Though “____________” secure in Christ – our sins are forgiven
* We are “______________” being sanctified necessitating that we continually “Preach the Gospel to ourselves.”

* How can I hope to see progress in putting to death the subtle sins of my life?” Paul answers it -
* Gal 5:16 16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
* Live under the controlling influence of the Spirit
* Continually expose your minds to Scripture
* Strive, by the Spirit’s help, obey God’s moral will for us as revealed in Scripture.
* Live what you know.
* Live in dependence on the Spirit through prayer
* Continually cry out to Him for His power to enable you to obey the Lord’s will.

* We also touched on the sin of “Selfishness”.
* We were encouraged by promises contained in the first 4 Beatitudes … Matt 5:3-6 3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn (over sin), for they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
►Chapter 7: Ungodliness
* Root Sin: Many Theologians often consider pride, selfishness, & unbelief as the top root sins.

* The sin of ungodliness is even more basic, widespread, and apt to be the root cause of our other sins (worse than the sin of pride). And this is one sin we are all guilty of to some degree.

* Rom 1:18 18 The wrath of God is revealed … against all ungodliness and unrighteousness
* Paul makes a distinction …
* ____________ describes an attitude towards God while …
* _______________ refers to sinful actions in thought, word or deed.

* Ungodliness: Living one’s everyday life with little or no thought of God, or of God’s will, or of God’s glory, or of one’s dependence on God.
* One can lead a respectable life and still be ungodly in the sense that God is essentially irrelevant in their life.
* To be ungodly is to act in a way that is ______________ to the nature of God
* To Actively Oppose God in _______________.
* To have an _______________ _____________ for God.
* The Bible often uses “____ _____” to refer to things that emanate from our sinful natures.
* Both the Acts of the Flesh and the Desires of the World.

* This concept then begs the question -- How should we live?
* James 4:13-15 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time & then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we shall live & do this or that.
* We shouldn’t make plans w/out recognizing our utter dependence on God to carry them out

* We shouldn’t make plans that directly contradict clear direction outlined in God’s word.

* We must maintain a _____-__________ Perspective: Col 1:9-10 “We have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God”.

* Glory of God: I Cor 10:31 31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
* We are commanded to maintain a desire that all we do will be pleasing to God.
* We should desire that all our activities of an ordinary day will honor God before others.

* Living before and in the presence of God.
* Example of Jesus (John 15 & 17).
* John 15:9-11 9 As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full.

* Example of Paul (Epistle Prayers).
* Col 1:9-10 9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

* Col 3:22-24 22 Bondservants, obey in all things your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.

* Example of David and the Psalmists (Psalm 23, 46, 62, 63).
* Ps 23 1 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters. 3 He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness For His name’s sake. 4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil; My cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the house of the LORD Forever.

* Antipsalm 23 by David Powlison: I'm on my own. No one looks out for me or protects me. I experience a continual sense of need. Nothing's quite right. I'm always restless. I'm easily frustrated and often disappointed. It's a jungle - I feel overwhelmed. It's a desert - I'm thirsty. My soul feels broken, twisted, and stuck. I can't fix myself. I stumble down some dark paths. Still, I insist: I want to do what I want, when I want, how I want. But life's confusing. Why don't things ever really work out? I'm haunted by emptiness and futility — shadows of death. I fear the big hurt and final loss. Death is waiting for me at the end of every road, but I'd rather not think about that. I spend my life protecting myself. Bad things can happen. I find no lasting comfort. I'm alone ... facing everything that could hurt me. Are my friends really friends? Other people use me for their own ends. I can't really trust anyone. No one has my back. No one is really for me - except me. And I'm so much all about ME, sometimes it's sickening. I belong to no one except myself. My cup is never quite full enough. I'm left empty. Disappointment follows me all the days of my life. Will I just be obliterated into nothingness? Will I be alone forever, homeless, free-falling into void? Sartre said, "Hell is for other people." I have to add, "Hell is also myself." It's a living death, & then I die.

* In Summary - The sin of Ungodliness: 
* Includes the “Major” sins of Atheists, Agnostics, Adulterers, 
* Also includes the “Respectable Sin” of attitudes that have …
* Little to no thought of _____
* Little to no thought of God’s ______
* Little to no thought of God’s ______
* Little to no thought of one’s ________________ on God.

* Is your life entirely focused on God, so that you see all of life from that perspective?

►Chapter 10: Unthankfulness
* 10 Lepers: Luke 17:11-19 11 Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. 13 And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. 15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan (a foreigner). 17 So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? 18 Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” 19 And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made you well.
* Spiritually, our condition was once far worse than the physical disease of leprosy.
* How often if ever to we give heartfelt gratitude to the God of the Universe for what He has done for us in Christ?

* Acts 17:24-25 24 God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 25 Nor is He worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things.
* Have you recently pondered that every breath you take is from God?
* Is your ____________ for all of God’s blessings _____________?

* Deut 8:11-14; 17-18 11 “Beware that you do not forget the LORD your God by not keeping His commandments, His judgments, and His statutes which I command you today, 12 lest—when you have eaten and are full, and have built beautiful houses and dwell in them; 13 and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and your gold are multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied; 14 when your heart is lifted up, and you forget the LORD your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage … 17 then you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gained me this wealth.’ 18 “And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day.

* We see vividly in our nation a downward Moral Spiral of Ungratefulness like that outlined in …
* Rom 1:18-32 --- 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

3. Give Thanks in All Circumstances
* Eph 5:20 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus,
* The context here lends itself towards developing a habit of continual thanksgiving.

* I Thess 5:16-18 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
* This context here is to be thankful for the even those things we would not normally feel thankful about.

* Make a habit of thanking God continually for all things – even bad things? YES ! because we likely have no idea how God may be working in the situation.

* In times of difficulty, thank God by faith for what He is doing in the circumstances to transform us more into the likeness of Christ.
* Rom 8:28-29; 38-39 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren … 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

* Again, we must cling to these promises by faith.

* Even in the midst of difficulty, we are enveloped in God’s love.

* Thank God for salvation and for opportunities for spiritual growth and ministry.

* Thank the Lord frequently for the abundance of material blessings He has provided, but never set your heart on wealth.
* I Tim 6:6-10 6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. 8 And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.).

* Prioritize thanks, praise, and adoration in times of personal prayer.
* Example of Corrie ten Boom: “Giving thanks for lice”. In her wonderful book, The Hiding Place, Corrie ten Boom relates an amazing story about the importance of being thankful. 
* Corrie and her sister Betsy were held in a concentration camp known as Ravensbruk, where they lived in barracks that were plagued with lice. Lice were everywhere—in their hair and on their bodies. One day, Betsy said to her, “Corrie, we need to give thanks to God for the lice.” Corrie said, “Betsy, you have gone too far this time. I am not going to thank God for lice.” Betsy said, “Oh, but Corrie, the Bible tells us, ‘In everything give thanks.’” Still, Corrie did not want to thank God for the lice.

* As it turns out, Corrie and Betsy were trying to reach the other women in their barracks with the message of the gospel, and they had been holding Bible studies. Corrie found out later that because of the lice, the guards would not go into those barracks, and therefore, they were able to have their Bible studies. As a result, they led many of the women to the Lord. So it turns out that God can even use lice to further His Gospel.

* JB: Now let’s turn to the primary purpose of this book. As the subtitle (Confronting the Sins we Tolerate) suggests, it’s to help us honestly confront those subtle sins we tolerate in our own lives so that we will tend to walk more humbly before God and with respect to the unbelievers toward whom we may be so judgmental. This purpose will be met only to the extent that we all prayerfully examine our hearts and lives before God, asking Him to show us our own subtle sins.










Respectable Sins
Lesson #4: Chapter 8 (Anxiety and Frustration) 
and Chapter 9 (Discontentment)

Introduction
* How often have we headed in a certain direction with the plans of our day when we are distracted by something that takes us off track in a different direction? 
* How do we respond in those situations?
1. If my plan is pressing, will I be irritated by the distraction?
2. If the distraction is pressing, will I forget about my plan for the day until I can resolve the distraction?
3. If the distraction is unforeseen, might I forget my plan and follow the distraction?
4. The distraction might make me feel uncertain or even fearful because I simply don’t know how to handle it

* We’re using the term “Distractions” because that is the root of the word that we translate as "__________ or "___ ___ _____________" in the NT 

Chapter 8 (Anxiety, Worry, Frustration) 
* (Strong-G3308) Merimna [Noun]- Through the idea of Distraction Solicitude
* Vine: To draw in different directions, distract, hence signifies that which causes this, a care, especially an anxious care 

* (Strong-G3309) Merimnao [Verb] - To be anxious about, to care for; to be troubled with various issues & cares of life
* Vine: To have a distracting care 

* (Webster 1828) Anxiety: "Concern...respecting some event, future or uncertain, which disturbs the mind, and keeps it in a state of painful uneasiness. It expresses more than uneasiness or disturbance...It usually springs from fear or serious apprehension of evil, and involves a suspense respecting an event, and often, a perplexity of mind, to know how to shape our conduct."

* Bridges: Anxiety: A fearful uncertainty over the future

* Why are we anxious?
1. We want to __________ our own circumstances and future, but we find that we can't do it. 
2. We think we can handle the small things, & give God a break until a big situation occurs.
3. We just can’t bring myself to trust God to control me or my circumstances. 
 
* Note: Anxiety, like Anger or Bitterness, is a signal that something is going on in our lives that needs to be addressed, like "a flashing light" 
* Once we recognize our Anxiety in a situation, why do we continue in it? 
1. We don't think it is sin or a big deal. 
2. We still think we can control most everything on our own.
3. We don't recognize or accept God's Providence occurring in our lives. 
4. We do not believe God loves us or cares about the specific details of our lives. 
5. We do not have faith that God is in control of and working in the situation.
6. Our priorities in life are out of whack with Scripture. 
7. We do not believe God will strengthen us to handle our situation.

* Matt 6:24-34 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 28 “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

* What are the two categories into which Jesus divides His thoughts about being anxious?
* Our ______ (psuche)- Eat? Drink? How long? What about tomorrow?
* Our ______ (soma)- What shall I wear?

* Jesus is talking about both man's ____________ and ____________ aspects. 

* Matt 10:28 28 And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul; but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

* G5590 Psuche - (Vine) "besides its meanings, heart, mind, soul, denotes life in two chief respects, (a) breath of life, the natural life...(b) the seat of personality..."

* Jay Adams: "A Theology of Christian Counseling" -- "Soul speaks of man in unity of material and immaterial elements as a living being. So much so that soul may be used for human being and one's own self. In interpreting such passages , words like "me" and "I" readily can be substituted for "soul" which seems to be a poetic form of self ... The word soul always depicts the non-material aspect of human nature in relationship to (or in unity with) the material." 

* Jesus asks questions & makes statements in this passage. How is Jesus trying to direct our thinking?
* What matters in life? (v.25) 
* What is our worth to God? (v.26) 
* Where should our faith be? (v.30) 
* Does He not know what we need? (v.32) 

* If we meditate on these questions/thoughts seriously, would our conclusions help us to focus on God and His priorities leading to less anxiety in our lives?

* Note: So focusing on God in His Word, believing what we read, is the only true solution for the Symptom and Sin of Anxiety.

* Phil 4:6-7 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
* How much should we be anxious about and how much should we pray about? 

* As we pray what kind of attitude should we have ? 

* Does God promise to grant our requests? 

* What does He promise? 

* Heart: Refers to the immaterial in contrast to the material with emphasis on the invisibility of one and the visibility of the other (Adams)

* Mind: Focuses on the intellectual side … but is broader, comprising the notions of attitude, perception, understanding, feeling, judging, and determining

* Paul goes in the next 2 verses, to give more instructions to keep us from being anxious...
* Phil 4:8-9 8 Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things. 9 The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things; and the God of peace shall be with you.

* What additional safeguards against anxiety is God giving us in these next 2 verses?
1. He is directing us how and what to _________ about throughout the day.
2. He is directing our minds __________ rather than __________. 
3. He wants us to __________ ourselves rather than ___________ ourselves. 
4. Put into practice the good example we see in Paul (and others).

* 1 Pet 5:6-7 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, 7 casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.

* Anxiety is Sin because:
1.  "It is distrust of God - I am - believing that God does not care for me and that He will not take care of me in the particular circumstances that trigger my Anxiety of the moment. " p.64

2. "It is a lack of acceptance of God's providence in our lives." p.64 

* Mark 4:18-19 18 And others are the ones on whom seed was sown among the thorns; these are the ones who have heard the word, 19 and the worries of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.

* Matt 10:31 31 Therefore do not fear; you are of more value than many sparrows.

* Luke 12:29-32 29 And do not seek what you shall eat, and what you shall drink, and do not keep worrying. 30 "For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need these things. 31 "But seek for His kingdom, and these things shall be added to you. 32 "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom. 

* G5399 phobeo - to frighten, that is, (passively) to be alarmed; to put to flight, to terrify, frighten; to put to flight by terrifying (to scare away); 

* Worry: More long term difficult or painful circumstances for which there appears to be no resolution.

* Examples of situations that fit this definition --
1. A long illness for which a remedy cannot be discovered.
2. Getting locked in prison or a family member being in prison.
3. A disability or a debilitating illness.
4. Caring for an aging family member.
5. The provider for the family can't work.
6. Struggling every month to pay bills.
7. Struggle to pay for health insurance or medical bills. 

* Why do we Worry? 
1. Such feelings have become habitual.
* We are used to being Anxious and Worrying - It's simply part of what we do. 
2. We are no longer looking to God - we continually handle everything ourselves. 
3. We no longer humble ourselves before God. 
4. We do not believe that God providentially controls the details of life. 
5. We feel a burden of responsibility that we alone must handle.


* Results of Worry & Anxiety
1. These sins affects everyone who Interacts with us.
2. We invent dreadful scenarios with remote to nonexistent possibilities of occurrence which wind up controlling us and our ability to live productively for God’s Glory.
3. We are inhibited from realizing the “Peace of God that surpasses all understanding” 
4. We exist continually focused on “dread” vice the glory of God and His blessings.

* Frustration: Usually involves becoming upset or even angry at whatever or whoever blocks our plans or desires.
* Most often Frustration is aimed at people rather than circumstances. 

* What causes us to continue to live in frustration?
1. We don't see God's providence working in our lives through other people. 
2. We continue to try to fulfill our own plans rather than God's. 

* Ps 139:16 16 Thine eyes have seen my unformed substance; And in Thy book they were all written, The days that were ordained for me, When as yet there was not one of them.

Chapter 9 (Discontentment)
* Discontentment: Most often arises from ongoing and unchanging circumstances that we can do nothing about -- Trials to our faith."

* Discontentment seems to be a huge step in the wrong direction, resulting in most cases from the sins of anxiety, worry, and frustration. 

* The opposite of discontentment is of course, Contentment. 

* Content (Autarkes - Vine): Self-sufficient, adequate, needing no assistance

* Content (Thayer): 1) Independent of external circumstances
2) Sufficient for one’s self, strong enough or processing enough to need no aid or support
3) Contented with one’s lot, with one’s means, though the slenderest

* Content (Webster, 1828): Held, contained within limits; hence, quiet; not disturbed; having a mind at peace; easy; satisfied, so as not to repine [complain], object, or oppose.

* Ps 139:13 13 For Thou didst form my inward parts; Thou didst weave me in my mother's womb. 

* Job 1:21 21 And he said, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD."

* It is noteworthy that as we keep reading in Phil 4 we transition from dealing with Anxiety to dealing with Discontentment. ...
* Phil 4:10-13 10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. 12 I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance & suffering need. 13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
* What is God teaching us about contentment here ?
1. God may unexpectedly use other people to help us be content.
2. We must rejoice in the Lord continually
3. While being content we must be grateful to others who help us.
4. Even when the pressure of poverty is off, we must be content.
5. The secret of contentment is in looking to Christ to give us strength.
6. God cares about us in all our circumstances good or bad.
7. Cod cares just as much about when we are poor as when we are rich.
8. Even if we prosper, we must be content. 

* Conclusion: Anxiety, Worry, Frustration & Discontentment are all sins that we tolerate. 
* God says he is Sovereign and can always be trusted as He knows what is best for us in all situations.












Respectable Sins
Lesson #5: Chapter 11 (Pride) and Chapter 12 (Selfishness)

Chapter 11: Pride
* Greek Lexicon - (Vine) G5244 -- Huperephanos: Showing oneself above others, pre-eminent (Huper: Above, Phainomai, to appear, be, manifest)
* It is always used in Scripture in a bad sense - Arrogant, Disdainful, Proud (Luke 1:51; Rom 1:30; 2Tim 3:2; James 4:6; I Pe1 5:5; Mark 7:22)

* Mark 7:21-23 21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed the evil thoughts, fornications, thefts, murders, adulteries, 22 deeds of coveting and wickedness, as well as deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride and foolishness. 23 "All these evil things proceed from within and defile the man."

*  Luke 1:51 51 He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their heart.

* Rom 1:28-31 28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful;

* 2 Tim 3:1-5 1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.

* Ps 101:5 5 Whoever secretly slanders his neighbor, him I will destroy; No one who has a haughty look and an arrogant heart will I endure. 

* James 4:6 6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 

* 1 Pet 5:5 5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.

* Can you be considered proud if you think that you have a lowly opinion of yourself?

***********************************************************************************************************
4 Expressions of pride:
1. The Pride of Moral Self-Righteousness		2. The Pride of Correct Doctrine
3. The Pride of Achievement				4. The Pride of an Independent Spirit 

* Rom 2:21 21 you, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that one should not steal, do you steal? 

* 1 Pet 5:5 5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.

* The Pride of Moral Self-Righteousness
Bridges: Anyone who believes he holds the moral high ground in any area such as politics, economics, or environmental policy is likely indulging in moral self-righteousness. Of all the subtle sins we will address in this book, the pride of moral superiority may be the most common, second only to the sin of Ungodliness.

* If we are sure our opinion is right, is this statement still true?

* Luke 18:9, 11 9 And He also told this parable to certain ones who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with contempt: ... 11 "The Pharisee stood and was praying thus to himself, 'God, I thank Thee that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax-gatherer.

A. An Attitude of Humility 
* James 4:6 6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, " God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

B. Identifying Ourselves before God with our Sinful Society – 
* Ezra 9:6 6 and I said, "O my God, I am ashamed and embarrassed to lift up my face to Thee, my God, for our iniquities have risen above our heads, and our guilt has grown even to the heavens.

* Neh 1:5-7 5 And I said, "I beseech Thee, O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who preserves the covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments, 6 let Thine ear now be attentive and Thine eyes open to hear the prayer of Thy servant which I am praying before Thee now, day and night, on behalf of the sons of Israel Thy servants, confessing the sins of the sons of Israel which we have sinned against Thee; I and my father's house have sinned. 7 "We have acted very corruptly against Thee and have not kept the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances which Thou didst command Thy servant Moses.

* Is 64:6-7 6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, & all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, & our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7 And there is no one who calls on Thy name, Who arouses himself to take hold of Thee; For Thou hast hidden Thy face from us, & hast delivered us into the power of our iniquities.

* Lam 3:39-42 39 Why should any living mortal, or any man, Offer complaint in view of his sins? 40 Let us examine & probe our ways & let us return to the LORD. 41 We lift up our heart & hands Toward God in heaven; 42 We have transgressed & rebelled, Thou hast not pardoned. 

C. Develop a Heart of Love
* 1 Cor 13:2 2 And if I have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.

2. The Pride of Correct Doctrine
* Bridges: If your Calvinism or Arminianism or Dispensationalism, or your view concerning the end times, or your disdain for all doctrinal beliefs causes you to feel doctrinally superior to those who hold other views, then you are probably guilty of the sin of doctrinal pride.

* How can we not fall into this kind of pride when we know the doctrine we hold to is right?

* 1 Cor 8:1 1 Now concerning things sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes arrogant, but love edifies.

* Matt 7:12 12 Therefore, however you want people to treat you, so treat them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

* Bridges: Hold your convictions with humility and treat [those with whom we disagree] with the same respect for others [those with whom we agree].

3. The Pride of Achievement
* Bridges: The Scriptures teach that there is generally a cause and effect relationship between hard work and success in any endeavor, whether in academics, athletics, business, or profession.

* Prov 13:4 4 The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, But the soul of the diligent is made fat.
* What is being described here? 

* 1 Sam 2:7 7 The LORD makes poor and rich; He brings low, He also exalts.

A. We must recognize that it is God who gives us power to succeed.
* 1 Cor 4:7 7 For who regards you as superior? And what do you have that you did not receive? But if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?

* Gen 45:4-8 4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Please come closer to me." And they came closer. And he said, "I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 "And now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6 "For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. 7 "And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive by a great deliverance. 8 "Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt.

* Dan 2:21 21 … it is He who changes the times and the epochs; He removes kings and establishes kings; He gives wisdom to wise men, And knowledge to men of understanding.

B. Pride & Arrogance are Not Trivial
* James 4:13-15 13 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit." 14 Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. 15 Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do this or that."

* Prov 16:5 5 Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; Assuredly, he will not be unpunished.

* Prov 21:4 4 Haughty eyes and a proud heart, The lamp of the wicked, is sin.

C. We Must Guard Against an Inordinate Desire for Recognition
1. We are only doing our duty
* Luke 17:10 10 So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, 'We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.

2. All recognition ultimately comes from God
* Ps 75:6-7 6 For not from the east, nor from the west, Nor from the desert comes exaltation; 7 But God is the Judge; He puts down one, and exalts another.

* James 4:10 10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.

* 1 Pet 5:6 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time,

4. The Pride of an Independent Spirit 
A. A resistance to authority, especially spiritual authority
* Heb 13:17 17 Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.

B. An Unteachable Attitude
* Prov 12:1 1 Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge, but he who hates correction is stupid.

Chapter 12  - Selfishness
* Bridges: Selfishness is a difficult sin to expose because it is so easy to see in someone else but so difficult to recognize in ourselves... One person's selfishness may be crass and obvious... Most of us, however, do care about what others think, so our selfishness will likely be more delicate and refined.

* Why is it so hard to recognize our own selfish actions?

* It is so ingrained in our lives even as believers. Our lives are centered on us rather than Christ. If we doubt that, we should read what Paul says about the purpose of his life in Philippians 3. 

* We live with ourselves 24/7. We have excused our selfish because we say we are " only human" or "nobody's perfect."
* Where does selfishness surface in your life?

1. Selfish in Interests
* Phil 2:4 4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

* 2 Tim 3:2 2 For men will be lovers of self … 

* Bridges: A good test of the degree of selfishness in our interests - After you have been with someone ask yourself how much time you spent talking about your interests compared to listening to the other person.

2. Selfish with Time
* Gal 6:2 6 Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ. Can you do this if you’re always focused on you? 

* Bridges: Going beyond our normal duties to help someone else is one way we can bear one another's burdens.

* Act 9:36 36 Now in Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha (which translated in Greek is called Dorcas); this woman was abounding with deeds of kindness and charity, which she continually did. 

* Rom 16:1-2 1 I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea; 2 that you receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and that you help her in whatever matter she may have need of you; for she herself has also been a helper of many, and of myself as well.

* Gal 5:13 13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.

* 1 Thess 5:14 14 And we urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with all men.

* Heb 6:10 10 For God is not unjust so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the saints.

* 1 Pet 4:10 10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

3. Selfish with Money 
* Luke 12:15 15 And He said to them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.”

* 1 John 3:17 17 But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?

* Bridges: We are to cultivate hearts of compassion toward those in need and then put that compassion to work through our giving.

4. Selfishness Through Inconsiderateness
* Bridges: Any time we do not think about the impact of our actions on others, we are being selfishly inconsiderate. We are thinking only of ourselves.

* So what is God calling us to in being considerate of others?

* Phil 2:5-8 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.

* Titus 3:1-2 1 Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good deed, 2 to malign no one, to be uncontentious, gentle, showing every consideration [G4240 Meekness] for all men.
* G4240 “Meekness” (Vine) “It is an inwrought grace of the soul; and its exercises of it are chiefly towards God. It is that temper of spirit in which we accept His dealings with us as good, and therefore without disputing or resisting; it is closely linked with the word humility (Eph 4:2; Php 2:3) … This meekness is also such in the face of men, even of evil men, out of a sense that these…are permitted and employed by Him for the chastening and purifying of His elect.” 

* Act 27:3 3 And the next day we put in at Sidon; and Julius treated Paul with consideration and allowed him to go to his friends and receive care.
* G5364 "Consideration" philanthropos - (Strong) fondly to man (philanthropically), that is, humanely

* Act 28:2 2 And the natives showed us extraordinary kindness; for because of the rain that had set in and because of the cold, they kindled a fire and received us all.

* Titus 3:4 4 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,
* G5363 "kindness" and “love for mankind” philanthropia 

Conclusion
* Bridges: If we broaden the meaning of our interests as Paul directs towards the needs and concerns of other people, we can see that the unselfish person is always balancing his or her needs and concerns with the needs and concerns of others.

* 2 Cor 8:9 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.

* Bridges: Living Unselfishly may not cost us our lives, but it will cost us time & money.















Respectable Sins
Lesson #6: Chapter 14(Impatience and Irritability), 
Chapter 15 (Anger), and Chapter 16 (Weeds of Anger)
The Christian’s View of Government

* Impatience and Irritability
* Impatience - A strong sense of annoyance at the (usually) unintentional faults and failures of others.

* Irritability - The frequency of impatience or the ease with which a person can become impatient over the slightest provocation.

* What relationship do you see between these 2 bad qualities?
* ____________: Our increasing inability to bear up under shortcomings as they affect us. 

* __________: The inability to put up with the shortcomings of others when they affect us.

* ___________ is the beginning and _____________ is the worsening of our response to the weaknesses of others who affect our lives. 

* When we are Impatient or Irritable because of what someone else (spouse, sibling, etc.) says or does, who is the cause of our impatience or irritability?

* Bridges: The actual cause of our impatience lies within our own hearts, in our own attitude of insisting that others around us conform to our expectations.

* What Godly quality would be the opposite of these 2 bad qualities?
* ______________ (ESV) or _____________ (NASB) 

* Greek Lexicon: G3115 (Makrothumia) (Vine) forbearance, patience, longsuffering
* Longsuffering is that quality of self-restraint in the face of provocation which does not hastily retaliate in the face of provocation or promptly punish

* Longsuffering (KJV) / Patience (NASB) is the opposite of anger, is associated with mercy and is used of God
* Ex 34:6 6 And the LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth

* Rom 2:4 4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?

*  I Pet 3:20 20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water.

* 1 Co 13:4 4 Love is patient, love is kind, and is not jealous; love does not brag and is not arrogant

* Gal 5:22-23 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

* Before we discuss solving our problems, let's look at the problems we have in chaps 15 and 16. I believe we will be able to tie these together.

* Anger
* Bridges: A strong feeling of displeasure, and usually of antagonism...that is often accompanied by sinful emotions, words, and actions hurtful to those who are the objects of our anger.

* What similarity can you see between his definition of anger and what Bridges said about impatience and irritability?

* There is an increase in the intensity of the reaction coming from the person. It starts with impatience, continues on to irritability, and then (if the problem is not resolved) escalates to anger

* Let us also remind ourselves as Bridges does: "We need to realize that no one else causes us to be angry."

* ...Before we talk about the solution to these issues, let's look briefly at "The Weeds of Anger"....

* The Weeds of Anger: Long-Term results of Anger"
* What are the long-term side effects of anger you see in your life or the lives of others?

* Side effects of Anger: Resentment, Bitterness, Enmity or Hostility, Grudges, and Strife.

* What happens as Anger elevates?

* 3 Steps to Deal with Anger:
1) Look to the sovereignty of God.
* Gen 45:8 8 Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me here, but God; & He has made me a father to Pharaoh & lord of all his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt.

* Gen 50:20 20 And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.

* Job 1:20-22 20 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head, and he fell to the ground and worshiped. 21 And he said, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked I shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD." 22 Through all this Job did not sin nor did he blame God.

* Job 2:9-10 9 Then his wife said to him, "Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse God and die!" 10 But he said to her, "You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept adversity?

2. Pray that God will enable us to grow in love.
* 1 Pet 4:8 8 Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.
* Am I easily offended by others?
* Do I feel excluded by others?

* 1 Cor 13:5 5 does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong suffered,
* Am I easily angered?
* Do I get bitter about the way others treat me?

3. Learn to forgive as God has forgiven you.
* Matt 18:32-35 32 Then summoning him, his lord *said to him, 'You wicked slave, I forgave you all that debt because you entreated me. 33 'Should you not also have had mercy on your fellow slave, even as I had mercy on you?' 34 "And his lord, moved with anger, handed him over to the torturers until he should repay all that was owed him. 35 "So shall My heavenly Father also do to you, if each of you does not forgive his brother from your heart.

* We must Remember, Grasp & Live Out these 3 ideas in our daily lives

* What will it take to put off Impatience, Irritability, and Anger and put on the love and forgiveness we find in the gospel of Christ?

* Jesus says if we will obey Him, it shows that we love Him - God provides power through His grace to do what we cannot do on our own strength. 
* Phil 4:12-13 12 I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. 13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

* What does God command us to do?
* Col 3:1-3 1 If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. 3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

* Col 3:5-6 5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 6 For it is on account of these things that the wrath of God will come,

* Col 3:8-10 8 But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive speech from your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, 10 and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him

* Col 3:12-13 12 And so, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.

* Col 3:15-17 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

* Conclusion
* Bridges: I suspect that most of our anger is not a result of significant injustices or wrongs against us but is the manifestation of our own pride and selfishness. I have been embarrassed or inconvenienced or frustrated by the actions (or even the inactions) of other people , so I get angry...

* 3 Helpful Principles/Practices
1) A firm belief in the Sovereignty of God

2) A diligent pursuit of love that covers a multitude of sins and does not keep a record of wrongs

3) A humble realization that in comparison to my brother's sin against me, I am the ten-thousand-talent debtor to God.
******************************************************************************************
Government: A Biblical View

* In society today there is a prevailing mentality that relies on Government in all aspects of life. 
* Such a mentality can be highly detrimental to a Christian’s witness for the Glory of God.

* John MacArthur: To devote all, or even most, of our time, energy, money, and strategy to putting a façade of morality on the world or the appearance of 'rightness' over our governmental and political institutions is to badly misunderstand our roles as Christians in a spiritually lost world.

* For the Christian, the ultimate goal for all is that they know and understand the Holiness of God as represented in Jesus Christ the Son and believe that He is the Savior of the world.

* Rom 12 :1-2 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
* Rather than demanding our rights and creating for ourselves a world where we feel safe and accepted, we need to see the deep spiritual needs of the world and concern ourselves with offering people hope through Jesus Christ. 
* This is what being a “living sacrifice” is all about.

* Additionally, while we are called to “be transformed by the renewing of your mind”, we are also called to proclaim this blessed gospel above all else.
* Mark 16:15 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature …Because … 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.

* We must always remember
* We cannot protect or expand the cause of Christ by human political and social activism, no matter how great or sincere the efforts.

* Ours is a spiritual battle against worldly ideologies and dogmas that are arrayed against God, and we achieve victory over them only with the weapon of Scripture.

* So what is our responsibility or duty?
* Our duty as we relate to an increasingly secular and ungodly culture is not to lobby for certain rights, the implementation of a Christian agenda, or the reformation of the government.
* Rather, God would have us continually to remember Paul’s instructions to Titus and live them out as we seek to demonstrate His power and grace that can regenerate sinners.
* Titus 3:1-7 1 Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men. 3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. 4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

* We must be continually cautious of the sin of elevating Government over and above the Sovereignty of God.













Respectable Sins
Lesson #7: Judgmentalism & Sins of the Tongue (Ch. 17 & 19)
(Material Included Herein Taken from Jerry Bridges’ Book “Respectable Sins”)

* Respectable Sins We’ve Addressed …
* Anxiety, Frustration & Discontentment 		* Pride & Selfishness
* Impatience & Irritability				* Anger

* This Week: Judgmentalism (Ch 17) & Sins of the Tongue (Ch 19)

* C.S. Lewis focusing on the sin of Sexual Morality: Finally, though I have had to speak at some length about sex, I want to make it very clear that the center of Christian morality is not this issue. If anyone thinks that Christians regard unchastity as the supreme vice, he is quite wrong. The sins of the flesh are bad, but in many cases they are the least common of all sins. Instead, all the worst pleasures are purely spiritual:
* The pleasure of putting other people in the wrong
* Of bossing and patronizing and back-biting
* The pleasures of power & hatred.
For there are two things inside me, competing with the human self which I must try to become. They are the Animal self, and the Diabolical self. The Diabolical self is the worse of the two. That is why a cold, self-righteous prig who goes regularly to church may be far nearer to hell than a prostitute. But, of course, it is better to be neither.

* Instead of being the “Supreme Vice” as noted by Mr. Lewis, sexual sin and temptation in most cases is a result or “fruit” of other underlying sins like Selfishness, Pride, Ungodliness, Unthankfulness, Irritability, Frustration & Discontentment. With this thought in mind we turn to the sin of …

* Judgmentalism: One of our most subtle “Respectable Sins” because it is often practiced under the guise of being zealous for what is right.
1. In this sin we tend to make our opinions equal with truth …
* Judging others in issues such as ..,
- Animal rights				- How to dress for church
- Styles of music in worship		- Bible versions
- Use of alcohol

* It’s easy to become judgmental over issues the Bible does not address w/ specific clarity. We then hide our Judgmentalism under the cloak of Christian Convictions.

* We must be “Discerning” with respect to using God’s word as a Means of Grace while being graceful to others as we witness their sinful actions & attitudes.
* Our “Attitude” or “Heart” - Prompting how we deal with issues - Is the issue !!

* We must also be aware that our sinful nature will lead us to …
Condemn them for sins “We’re Not Inclined To”,
while we Ignore them for sins that “We’re A Mind To”

2. Ex: Two issues that spawned judgmentalism in the church at Rome:
a) Vegetarianism verses “eat whatever you want”
* Rom 14:3-4 3 Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him. 4 Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. 

b) Observing certain days as holy days.
* Rom 14:5 5 One person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his own mind.

3. When we judge inappropriately we usurp to ourselves the role of God.
a) What did Jesus say?
* Matt 7:1-5 1 Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you. 3 And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

b) As the context reveals, judging of a specific nature is necessary – Continuing …
* Matt 7:16 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 

c)  There is a certain righteous kind of “judgment” to be exercised with careful discernment.
* John 7:24 24 Do not judge according to appearance, but judge w/ righteous judgment.

d) Censorious, hypocritical, self-righteous, or other kinds of unfair judgments are forbidden; but in order to fulfill the commandments that follow vs 5 in Matt 7, it is necessary to discern dogs and swine from one’s own brethren as we just read in vss 3–5.
* Matt 7:6 6 “Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you in pieces.

4. Doctrinal Judgmentalism: Even when standing for truth, we must be careful not to demonize people or degenerate into character assassination. 

5. Critical Spirit: looking for and finding fault with everyone and everything, whether it be people, churches, events, anything.
a) We should not be like Satan who is known as the “accuser of the brethren”
* Rev 12:10 10 Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now salvation, & strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night, has been cast down.

b) Instead be like Joses, or Barnabus’, whose name means “Son of Encouragement”
* Acts 4:36 36 And Joses, who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of Encouragement), a Levite of the country of Cyprus, 37 having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet.

6. Issues of Christian practice and liberty can be ambiguous, but each one should be fully convinced in his own mind and hold convictions in humility.
* Gal 5:13-15 13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another! 

7. Theology of Judging:
a) Do not judge the sin of those outside the church
* I Cor 5:12-13 12 For what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside? 13 But those who are outside God judges. Therefore “put away from yourselves the evil person.”

b) View the lost with compassion & caution. Don’t be naïve, but walk in wisdom & innocence 
* Matt 9:36 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.\

c) Do not judge the heart or motive of anyone but inspect the fruit of those near you 
* Matt 7:16 16 You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from thistles?

* I Cor 4:1-5 1 Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. 3 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged by you or by a human court. In fact, I do not even judge myself. 4 For I know of nothing against myself, yet I am not justified by this; but He who judges me is the Lord. 5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord comes, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness and reveal the counsels of the hearts. Then each one’s praise will come from God.

* I Sam 16:7 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

d) Judge clear sin in the church with Biblical truth, humility, love, gentle strength, and a desire for holiness and restoration
* We’ve already seen (above) this instruction given by our Lord in Matt 7:1-6

* Matt 18:15-20 15 “Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. 16 But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.’ 17 And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.
* The intent of each phase seen here is restoration.

* I Cor 5:1-13 We won’t read it, but this is the corollary passage to Matt 18 discipline.

* Gal 5:19-21 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

* II Tim 3:1-5 1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away!

* Rom 1:24-32 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. 26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.

* Sins of the Tongue (Chap 19)
1. Examples of Sinful Speech: Any words that tend to tear down another person—gossip, slander, critical speech, lying, harsh words, sarcasm, ridicule.
a) Gossip: Spreading unfavorable information about someone even if it is true.
b) Slander: Making a false statement or misrepresentation about another person that defames or damages the person’s reputation.
c) Critical Speech: Negative comments about someone that may be actually true but doesn’t need to be said.
d) Other sinful speech: Harsh Words, Sarcasm, Insults, Ridicule & Behind the Back

2. Jesus said we will give account for every careless word
* Matt 12:36-37 36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”

* Eph 4:29 29 Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear”.

3. Behind all negative speech is a sinful heart:
* Matt 12:34 34 Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

* Ps 19:14 4 Their line has gone out through all the earth, & their words to the end of the world

* Prov 2:6 6 For the LORD gives wisdom; From His mouth come knowledge & understanding

* Proverbs on The Wicked Mouth 
* Perverse, Corrupt Mouth & Heart
* Prov 4:24 24 Put away from you a deceitful mouth, and put perverse lips far from you.

* Prov 10:31-32 33 The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but the perverse tongue will be cut out. 32 The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable, but the mouth of the wicked what is perverse.

* Prov 17:20 20 He who has a deceitful heart finds no good, and he who has a perverse tongue falls into evil.

* Prov 6:12-15 12 A worthless person, a wicked man, walks with a perverse mouth

* Overwhelmed by Violence
* Prov 10:11 11 The mouth of the righteous is a well of life, But violence covers the mouth of the wicked.

* Lacks Judgment
* Prov 10:12, 21 12 Hatred stirs up strife, But love covers all sins. … 21 The lips of the righteous feed many, but fools die for lack of wisdom.

* Spreads Slander
* Prov 10:18 18 Whoever hides hatred has lying lips, and whoever spreads slander is a fool.

* Words are Many
* Prov 10:19 19 In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, But he who restrains his lips is wise.

* Mouth Destroys & Derides Neighbor
* Prov 11:9, 12 9 The hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor, But through knowledge the righteous will be delivered. … 12 He who is devoid of wisdom despises his neighbor, but a man of understanding holds his peace.

* Untrustworthy / Betrays a Confidence
* Prov 11:13 13 A talebearer reveals secrets, but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a
matter.

* Tells Lies
* Prov 12:17, 19 17 He who speaks truth declares righteousness, but a false witness, deceit. 19 The truthful lip shall be established forever, But a lying tongue is but for a moment.

* Prov 12:22 22 Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but those who deal truthfully are His delight.

* Reckless Words (Heart blurts out)
* Prov 12:18 18 There is one who speaks like the piercings of a sword, but the tongue of the wise promotes health.

* Prov 12:23 23A prudent man conceals knowledge, but the heart of fools proclaims foolishness.

* Prov 15:2, 28 2 The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly, But the mouth of fools pours forth foolishness. … 28 The heart of the righteous studies how to answer, but the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil.

* Harsh Words
* Prov 15:1 1 A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.

* Deceitful Tongue (Crushes Others)
* Prov 15:4 4 A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit.

* Prov 17:20 20	He who has a deceitful heart finds no good, and he who has a perverse tongue falls into evil,

* Gossip (Separates Close Friends)
* Prov 16:28 28 A perverse man sows strife, and a whisperer separates the best of friends.

* Prov 17:9 9 He who covers a transgression seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates friends.

* Prov 18:8 8 The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, & they go down into the inmost body.

* Prov 26:20, 22 20 Where there is no wood, the fire goes out; and where there is no talebearer, strife ceases. … 22	The words of a talebearer are like tasty trifles, and they go down into the inmost body.

* Loves to Quarrel
* Prov 17:19 19 He who loves transgression loves strife, and he who exalts his gate seeks destruction.

* Prov 26:21 21 As charcoal is to burning coals, and wood to fire, so is a contentious man to kindle strife.

* Delights in Airing His Own Opinions
* Prov 18:2, 4 2 A fool has no delight in understanding, but in expressing his own heart. … 4 The words of a man’s mouth are deep waters; the wellspring of wisdom is a flowing brook.

* Answers Before Listening / Speaks in Haste
* Prov 18:13 13 He who answers a matter before he hears it, It is folly and shame to him.

* Prov 29:20 20 Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him,

* Deceptive / Charming Speech
* Prov 26:24-26 24 He who hates, disguises it with his lips, and lays up deceit within himself; 25 When he speaks kindly, do not believe him, for there are seven abominations in his heart; 26 Though his hatred is covered by deceit, his wickedness will be revealed before the assembly.

* Flattering Mouth
* Prov 26:28 28 A lying tongue hates those who are crushed by it, & a flattering mouth works ruin.

* Prov 28:23 23 He who rebukes a man will find more favor afterward than he who flatters with the tongue.

* Prov 29:5 5 A man who flatters his neighbor spreads a net for his feet. (Flattery is a trap)

- Boastful
* Prov 27:1-2 1 Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring forth. 2	Let another man praise you, and not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your own lips.

* The Result
* Trapped by Sinful Talk
* Prov 12:13 13 The wicked is ensnared by the transgression of his lips, but the righteous will come through trouble.

* Stirs up Anger
* Prov 30:33 33 For as the churning of milk produces butter, & wringing the nose produces blood.

* Invites Ruin
* Prov 10:13 13 Wisdom is found on the lips of him who has understanding, but a rod is for the back of him who is devoid of understanding.

* Prov 18:6-7 6 A fool’s lips enter into contention, and his mouth calls for blows. 7 A fool’s mouth is his destruction, and his lips are the snare of his soul.

* The Lord Hates
* Prov 6:16-19 16 These six things the LORD hates, Yes, seven are an abomination to Him: 17 A proud look, a lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent blood, 18 A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that are swift in running to evil, 19 A false witness who speaks lies, and one who sows discord among brethren.

* The Godly Mouth
* The Mouth is a Fountain of Life
* Prov 10:11 11 The mouth of the righteous is a well of life, but violence covers the mouth of the wicked.

* Full of Wisdom (commends knowledge)
* Prov 10:31 31 The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but the perverse tongue will be cut out.

* Prov 15:2 2 The tongue of the wise uses knowledge rightly, but the mouth of fools pours forth foolishness.

* Shows Discernment
* Prov 10:12 12 Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all sins.

* Holds Tongue
* Prov 10:19 19 In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, but he who restrains his lips is wise

* Prov 11:12 12 He who is devoid of wisdom despises his neighbor, but a man of understanding holds his peace.

* Prov 17:27-28 27 He who has knowledge spares his words, and a man of understanding is of a calm spirit. 28 Even a fool is counted wise when he holds his peace; when he shuts his lips, he is considered perceptive.

* Prov 21:23 23 Whoever guards his mouth and tongue keeps his soul from troubles.

* Words are Valuable (Choice Silver)
* Prov 10:20 20 The tongue of the righteous is choice silver; the heart of the wicked is worth little.

* Lips Nourish Many
* Prov 10:21 21 The lips of the righteous feed many, but fools die for lack of wisdom.

* Knows what is Fitting
* Prov 10:32 32 The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable, but the mouth of the wicked what is perverse.

* Trustworthy / Keeps a Secret
* Prov 11:13 13 A talebearer reveals secrets, but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals a matter.

* Truthful / Honest
* Prov 12:17 17 He who speaks truth declares righteousness, but a false witness, deceit.

* Words Bring Healing
* Prov 12:18 18	There is one who speaks like the piercings of a sword, but the tongue of the wise promotes health.

* Prov 15:4 4 A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit.

* Words are Gentle (Persuasive)
* Prov 15:1 1 A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.

* Prov 25:15 15 By long forbearance a ruler is persuaded, and a gentle tongue breaks a bone.

* Heart Weighs Answers & Guides Mouth
* Prov 15:28 28 The heart of the righteous studies how to answer, but the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil.

* Prov 16:23 23 The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, and adds learning to his lips.

* Words are Pleasant (Sweet and Healing)
* Prov 16:24 24 Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the bones.

* Confronts Sin / Rebukes the Discerning
* Prov 17:10 10 Rebuke is more effective for a wise man than a hundred blows on a fool.

* Prov 28:23 23 He who rebukes a man will find more favor afterward than he who flatters with the tongue.

* Self-Control
* Prov 29:11 11 A fool vents all his feelings, but a wise man holds them back.

* The Result
* Escapes Trouble
* Prov 12:13 13 The wicked is ensnared by the transgression of his lips, but the righteous will come through trouble.

* Words Endure Forever (Eternal Impact)
* Prov 12:19 19 The truthful lip shall be established forever, but a lying tongue is but for a moment.

* The Lord Delights in Truthful Men
* Prov 12:22 22 Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but those who deal truthfully are His delight.

* What am I to do?
1) Repent of Sin
* James 4:7-10 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

2) Use Scriptural Truth to Allow the Holy Spirit to Change Your Heart
* Matt 12:34-36 34 Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 35 A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things. 36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will be justified, & by your words you will be condemned.”

3) Memorize Scripture
* Ps 119:11 11 Thy word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.

4) Realize the Power of Your Words
* Prov 18:20-21 20 A man’s stomach shall be satisfied from the fruit of his mouth; from the produce of his lips he shall be filled.
a) Words Bring Benefit or Tragedy
b) Words Have the Power of Life and Death

5) Refrain from Sinful Speech
a) Refuse to Tear Down, Gossip, Slander, Lie, Quarrel, Flatter, etc.
b) Learn to Listen More

6) Use Your Mouth to the Glory of God
a) Love God & Love People
* Matt 22:37-40 37 Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.

b) Let the Knowledge of the Word Guide Your Mouth
* Prov 15:28 28 The heart of the righteous studies how to answer, but the mouth of the wicked pours forth evil.

* Prov 16:23 23 The heart of the wise teaches his mouth, and adds learning to his lips.

c) Speak the Truth in Love
* Eph 4:15 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ

d) Build Others Up
* Eph 4:29 29 Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that it may impart grace to the hearers.

Next Week: Chapters 13, 18 & 20 (Self-Control, Envy, Jealousy, Controlling & Worldliness)















Respectable Sins
Lesson #8: Self-Control, Envy, Jealousy & Worldliness (Chs 13, 18 & 20)
(Material Included Herein Taken from Jerry Bridges’ Book “Respectable Sins”)

Review: In the past weeks we’ve studied the sins of:
	* Ungodliness		* Unholiness	* Anxiety		* Frustration	
* Discontentment 	* Pride		* Selfishness		* Impatience	
* Irritability		* Anger	* Weeds of Anger	* Judgmentalism
* Sins of the Tongue	* Incorrect Views of Government

* Lack of Self-Control (Ch 13)
 * Prov 25:28 28 A man without self-control is like a city broken into and left without walls.

* Self-Control: It is a governance or prudent control of one’s desires, cravings, impulses, emotions, and passions. It is saying no when we should say no. It is moderation in legitimate desires and activities, and absolute restraint in areas that are clearly sinful. (pg. 110)
* Is not a product of one’s own natural will power.
* Biblical Self-control covers every area of life and continually battles against the flesh.
* Self-control is the control of oneself through the power of the Holy Spirit.

* Lack of Self-Control: A tendency to indulge our desires so that they control us, instead of our controlling those desires.

* 3 Primary Areas Where Christians Often fail to Exercise Self Control
1. Eating and Drinking
a. We cannot pick and choose the areas of life in which we will exercise self-control.
* I Cor 10:31 31 Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.
b. Removing or getting away from whatever tempts us to indulge our desires.
* Teach yourself that you’re in control of yourself – don’t eat that ice cream when your kids are having some. 

2. Temper
a. Short Fuse- “A person with a short fuse is a person who tends to become easily angry or irritable and who exercise little or no control over his emotions.”
* “He easily flies off the handle.”

b. “Outbursts of temper are usually directed against anyone who displeases us.”
* Family Members- usually directed towards

c. Applying God’s word will help you exercise Self-Control over your anger. Hide God’s word in your heart
* Ps 119:11 11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.
* Prov 14:17 17 A quick-tempered man acts foolishly
* Prov 16:32 32	He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city.
* James 1:19-20 19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God.

d. Maintaining accountability to someone(s) will help you deal with your anger.
* Prov 27:17 17 As iron sharpens iron, so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.
* Gal 6:1-2 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

3. Personal Finances
a. Average American household has a credit card debt of $7,000.00.
b. Americans are spending beyond their means.
c. We are indulging our desires for what we want: new clothes, the latest electronic or digital devices, video games, iPods, music, kids sports, you name it.
d. “Indulging in whatever my heart desires, even if I can’t easily afford it, is not the way to gain that self-control, which is a fruit of the Spirit.”

* Other Areas we need to Learn Self-Control
a. Computer	b. TV		c. Hobbies		d. Sports		e. Boys or Girls

* Questions
a. Are there desires, cravings, or emotions that may be out of control to some degree? If so what are they?
b. Why is it so difficult to remove the things that we so desire and eventually control us?
c. What must we do to exercise self-control?
d. How do we minister to our friends, which lack self-control?
e. Why is self-control really that big of a deal and why is it a fruit of the Spirit?

* We Must Have Self-Control in These Areas of Our Lives
* We must show self-control over our moods/emotions. They live by their commitments, not their emotions. They do the right thing, even when they don’t feel like it.
* Prov 25:28 28 A person without self-control is as defenseless as a city with broken-down walls.

* We must show self-control over our words. They put their minds in gear before opening their mouths: Prov 13:3 3 He who controls their tongue preserves his life, But he who opens wide his lips shall have destruction.

* We must show self-control over our reactions. How much can you take before you lose your cool? – Prov 19:11 11 People with good sense restrain their anger; they earn esteem by overlooking wrongs.

* We must show self-control over our schedule. If you don’t determine how you will spend your time, you can be sure that others will decide for you!
* Eph 5:15-16 15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because the days are evil.

* We must show self-control over our money. They learn to live on less than what they make, and they invest the difference. The value of a budget is that it tells your money where you want it to go rather than wondering where it went: Prov 21:20 20 The wise have wealth and luxury, but fools spend whatever they get.

* We must show self-control over our health. That way they can accomplish more and enjoy their achievements: I Thess 4:3-5 3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you should abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you should know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles who do not know God

* So, where do you need to develop self-control?
* The disciplines you establish today will determine your success tomorrow. But it takes more than just willpower for lasting self-control. It takes a power greater than yourself. Think about this promise from the Bible:
* II Tim 1:7 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline

* The more I accept God’s control over your life, the more self-control he gives you!
* Romans 6:12-14 12 Therefore do not let sin reign (basileuo) in your mortal body so that you obey its desires, 13 and do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who are alive from the dead and your members to God as instruments for righteousness. 14 For sin will have no mastery over (kurieuo) you, because you are not under law but under grace.
************************************************************************************************************************************************************
* Envy, Jealousy & Controlling (Ch 18)

* Envy is a painful or oftentimes resentful awareness of an advantage enjoyed by someone else.

* Jealousy is usually defined as intolerance of rivalry.
* Now, there are however legitimate occasions for jealousy
* Such as when someone is trying to win your spouse away from you.

* God even says he’s a jealous God who will not tolerate any worship not directed towards him.
* Ex 20:4-5 4 You shall not make for yourself a carved image any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 5 you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God

* But sinful Jealousy occurs when we are afraid someone is going to become equal to or even superior to us.

* Envy: “God, what pidly things you’ve allowed for me compared to the wonderful advantages he/she enjoys isn’t fair … you’re not a fair God.

* Jealousy: “God, they shouldn’t have been allowed to enjoy that, I deserve that and more! God, I know what I need and deserve better than you know what I need”

* Like many of the sins we’ve been discussing, these sins are very subtle ones, but you know …
* These 2 sins are a direct assault on the love, awareness, understanding and ultimately the character of God.

* How does Paul categorize these sins that we think are small?
* Rom 1:29 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, -- and the list goes on.

* Gal 5:19-21 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

* God seems to think these sins are a pretty big deal doesn’t he?

* Perhaps the best known biblical example of jealousy in the bible is King Saul’s jealousy of David after David slew Goliath which prompted the women to sing …
* I Sam 18:7 7 … Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands.
* Saul became angry because they ascribed more honor to David than him.
* From that time on he regarded David as a rival and was jealous of him.

* Anyone have an example of jealousy or envy you’d like to share?

* How can we deal with the temptation to envy or be jealous?
1) Like so many other areas of subtle sins, we simply need to turn to the sovereignty of God.
* From where does your talents, abilities and spiritual gifts come?

* We must remind ourselves that God determines not only the abilities we have, but also the degree of those abilities & the blessing He will bestow on their use.
* Ps 75:7 7 But God is the Judge: He puts down one, and exalts another.
* I Sam 2:7 7	The LORD makes poor and makes rich; He brings low and lifts up.

2) Instead of being envious of those who may have some advantage or jealous of those who may be overtaking us in some way, we should honor & applaud them …
* Why? Because we are all members of the body of Christ.
* Rom 12:5,10 5 So we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. … 10 Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another

3) Spending emotional energy on envy or jealousy causes us to lose sight of what God might do uniquely in our lives.
* There are no 2nd or 3rd stringers or bench sitters watching others play on God’s team.
* God has assignments for each of us He wants to fill, all of which are important in God’s plan.
* Matt 13:33 23 But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word & understands it, who indeed bears fruit & produces: some a 100-fold, some 60, some 30.

* Controlling: The sin of seeking to control others to our advantage or to get what we want. A manifestation of selfishness.

* Controllers:
* Dominate relationships by sheer force of willpower until the other person(s) give in.
* Get angry when their decisions are questioned or their desires are not granted.
* Manipulate to achieve their desires – make the other person feel guilty or incompetent.
* The manipulative wife might say, “You are just like my father”, because her father wouldn’t always let her get her way.

* However, we are commanded to submit to each other.
* Eph 5:17,20-21 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is. … 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another in the fear of God.

* Seek humility and the help of others to assist you in the battle against these subtle sins.

* Don’t be the person who gets upset when confronted with your sin because the sin will continue.
* Don’t go through life harboring envy or jealousy or always having to win or get your way.

* Remember: I Pet 5:5 5 God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.

* Don’t allow yourself to wallow in the position of being opposed to God.
***************************************************************************************************
* Worldliness (Ch 20)

* What are some examples of things that we might classify as “Worldliness”?
* Amish: electricity, telephones, automobiles, etc.
* Conservative Church: Dancing, playing cards, movies, etc.

* Worldliness is much broader than a list of prohibited activities or modern-day conveniences.
* I John 2:15-16 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes (sinful desires), and the pride of life (possessions, capabilities)—is not of the Father but is of the world.

* I Cor 7:31 31 and those who use this world as not engrossed in it. For the form of this world is passing away.
* Though we use the legitimate things of the world we should handle them with care lest they become too important to us.

* Worldliness: Being overly attached to, engaged in, or preoccupied with the things of this temporal life – Are you excessively focused on earthly things
* Col 3:2 2 Set your mind on things that are above, not on things on the earth.
* What we value most should be “things that are above” – Bible, prayer, the gospel, obedience to God, fulfillment of the Great Commission & most of all God.

* Bridges: Worldliness means accepting the values, priorities and practices of the nice, but unbelieving, society around us without discerning whether or not those values, priorities or practices are biblical. Worldliness is just going along with the culture around us as long as that culture is not obviously sinful.

1) Money: The U.S. is the richest nation in the world (Key: $$: 2005 // $$: 2021/22)
* Avg Annual U.S. Family Income: $54,000/yr -- $74,295/yr
* Avg Filipino Family Income: $5,000/yr -- $2,755/yr
* Avg U.S. Giving for all causes: $800/yr = 1.5% -- 2-3%
* Tithers (those who give a minimum of 10% of annual income): 15% of congregations
* Avg Evangelical Giving to churches: 4.4% 2.5%
* Regular Church Attenders Give More:
* To Churches: $2,224/yr
* To All Causes: $2,935/yr
* Avg Giving by Americans for all causes during Great Depression (1929-1939): 3.3% -- 2%
* Statistics show that in most cases, the more we make the less %’age we give.
* Avg U.S. Credit Card Debt: $8,000 -- $5,525-$8,942
* Saving, as Percentage of Income: < 2%

* With these #s it is evident that Americans are not giving money or saving money and are incurring debt, so we must be spending $$ on things of this life – houses, cars, clothes, vacations, electronics, phones, sports, etc.

* What is reasonable to give to God? 10%, 15%, 2% ??
* The “tithe” or 10% is the Old Testament benchmark. 3 times per year they gave so their total giving was about 23% which also funded the national government of Israel.
* I Cor 16:2 2 On the first day of the week (Concept of “regular” giving) let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper

* II Cor 9:7 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.

* In the lives of many Christians it appears that money is winning out over God.

* These statistics show that perhaps people love their money and thus their stuff or activities more than their responsibility to provide for the Lord’s work.
* I Tim 6:10 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
* The truth however as we see in this passage that if money wins out in our lives, it is not God but we who lose.

* Remember the story of Zarephath in I Kings 17:8-16.
* During famine Zarephath was down to her last bit of oil with which she planned to prepare her last meal for herself and son and then die.

* Elijah said (paraphrasing): “Feed me first, for God will provide for you.”

* She did, and God did provide – the oil jug never became empty

* Do we trust God enough to give “cheerfully” a reasonable %’age of what He already has allowed us to have?
* Bridges: Giving back to God at least 10% (simply a benchmark #) of what He has given us is a tangible expression of our recognition of that and our thanksgiving to Him for it. Let us remember the infinite generosity of our Lord as he gave Himself for our salvation.

* II Cor 8:9 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.
* Our monetary giving should reflect the value we place on His everlasting gift to us.

2) Vicarious Immorality
* TV programs, books, movies, magazine articles, etc. that we imbibe in because we secretly enjoy seeing or reading about the immorality of other people who imbibe in sexual misconduct.

* Sneaking glances at trashy tabloids, desiring to secretly read about sexual and other exploits of the famous but openly immoral people.

* Watch movies or programs with sexually explicit sins that we live out vicariously even though the values and practices accepted by society are clearly contrary to scripture.

* Immodest dress worn by women of all ages that are intended to attract the lustful eyes of men.
* Many Christian women are going along with the styles of the unbelieving world.
* I Tim 2:9-10 9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation … 10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.

* Men we must not sin by responding with lustful looks. Don’t linger with the eyes and enjoy what women expose or accentuate by their tight garments.
* One lingering look never satisfies, it just wets the appetite for more.
* Prov 27:20 20 Hell & destruction are never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied.

* Fleeting pleasure of sin followed by thoughts of shame and regret.
* Rom 6:21 21 What fruit [benefit] were you getting at the time from the things of which you are now ashamed? The end of those things is death.

* Men, let’s commit ourselves to dealing with this area of worldliness.

3) Idolatry: Anything that we place such a high value on that it tends to absorb our emotional and mental energy, or our time and resources. Or, anything that take precedence over our relationship with God or family.
* Career		* Sports		* Activities		* Sleep
* Money		* Sleep/Rest		* Social Status	* Political & Cultural issues
* II Cor 5:9 9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present or absent, to be well pleasing to Him.

* From a Car Salesman: “After I became a Christian I stopped trying to sell cars and started helping people buy cars that would best fit their needs & financial situation.”

* We must be careful not to make idols out of political & cultural issues (abortion, homosexuality, same sex marriage, etc.)
* We must remember that the primary purpose of the church is to proclaim the Gospel. 
* People need to be rescued from the power of Satan & brought into the Kingdom of God through Jesus Christ. It is the Gospel that changes people’s hearts.

* Bridges: How, can we deal with our tendencies toward worldliness? It is not by determining that we will not be worldly, but by committing ourselves to becoming more godly. We need to grow in our relationship with Him and begin to view all aspects of life through the lens of His Glory. We need an increased affection for God that will expel from our hearts our affections for the things of this world.
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